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or loss. Since there is such a definite plan, it can be attacked intelli- 
gently from more than one point, at the same time, without danger of 
duplication, derangement, or omission. This intensification of the Facul- 
ty's industry and increase in its output, annoimced by Dr. Ravignani 
in the introduction to Volume XIII., have been made possible by 
financial support which has just been voted by a national government 
which, evidently, appreciates the fact (especially patent to students of 
these matters) that the History Section's labors merit all possible 
support. 

I. A. Wright. 

The Discovery of America and the Landfall of Columbus. The last Rest- 
ing Place of Columbus. Two monographs based on personal in- 
vestigations by Rudolf Cronau, with Reproduction of Maps, 
Inscriptions and Autographs, and of original Drawings by the Author; 
(New York: Published by R. Cronau, 140 East 198th Street, 1921. 
Pp. 89. Special edition of 300 copies. $5.00) 

Has the age-long question as to the Landfall of Columbus in the 
new world been settled? The reader of the first essay in Mr. Cronau's 
book will incline to answer in the affirmative, if he accept the evidence 
adduced as trustworthy. The author's conclusions are based on per- 
sonal investigations made for the purpose of studying this vexed ques- 
tion. Throughout he checks up his investigations with the journal 
of Columbus as preserved by Las Casas, and is quite satisfied that the 
island today known as Watling's Island is the island of Guanahani or 
San Salvador. He concludes that "if the beach under Riding Rock 
Point on the west coast be accepted as the landfall of Columbus, and 
if from that place we follow the track of the Admiral through the Ba- 
hamas to Cuba, the log-book of Columbus has no such contradictions or 
inexplicable passages as confronted all other scholars who tried to 
solve the Guanahani-Question. These difficulties were but natural, 
as it was impossible that the statements of the log-book could fit if the 
landing place was sought at a false spot. The absolute conformity of 
the descriptions, as given hy Columbus, with the still existing conditions 
and facts, proves that the Admiral in making the entries in his journal 
not only observed with great care, but very often went into details". In 
his proof, the author relies somewhat on Juan de la Cosa's famous map, 
as well as other maps of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He 
makes the common error of saying that Cosa's map was drawn on an 
oxhide, — an error to which Stevenson calls attention in the letterpress 
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accompanying his reproduction of that map. Granted that Cosa's 
map represents fairly well the region under discussion, and the nomen- 
clature of the period, the Agnese map proves nothing, as it is the 
product of professional map makers and not of explorers and is erron- 
eous in more than one particular. The Ribero map of 1529, however, 
is a creditable map, but it is doubtful whether it or the other maps really 
prove anything in the present instance. In connection with this essay, 
the essay pubUshed in the February, 1919, issue of The Hispanic 
American Historical Review entitled "On the possibiUty of de- 
termining the first landfall of Columbus by archaeological research," 
and written by Theodoor de Booy, should be read. 

The essay on the last resting place of Columbus describes the investiga- 
tions made by the author in 1890 in the cathedral of the city of Santo 
Domingo, under credentials from the German government. He made 
there a complete examination, fully attested, of the coffin and remains 
said to be those of Columbus, and reproduces in his essay all the in- 
scriptions, which he discusses at length. There appears to be no doubt 
that the real tomb of the great discoverer is in America and not in 
Seville under the costly mausoleum erected in the Cathedral of that 
city. 

Both essays attest to the perennial interest that attaches to Colum- 
bus. The diction at times reveals that the native language of the 
author is not that in which the essays are printed. The maps and 
illustrations are clear. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

Colecddn General de Documentos relatives a las Islas Filipinas exis- 
tentes en el ArcMvo de Indias de Sevilla. Publicada por La Com- 
pafifa General de Tabacos de FiUpinos. Tomo IV (1522-1524). 
(Barcelona: Imprenta de la Viuda de Luis Tasso, 1921. Pp. viii, 
380, (3). Paper 15 pesetas.) 

The fourth volume of this carefully edited series maintains the high 
standard of excellence set by the three preceding volumes. According 
to the colophon, the printing of this volume was finished on May 21, 
1921, which is considerably beyond the time when it should have ap- 
peared. The delay has been due, undoubtedly, to the disjointed times. 
Indeed, as intimated in the reviews of the preceding volumes, the pub- 
lication of a series of this character has necessitated on the part of its 
publisher a vast amount of fortitude, for which the present reviewer 
can fiijad only words of praise. 



